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there necessary. The defensive arrangements were
complete by noon; but the troops were astonished
to hear nothing in the direction of Major Ludiow's
post; where, indeed, every thing was over some
time before Major Richards arrived at his ground.

While the troops were speculating on this sub-
ject, Runjoor Singh's drums beat to arms; and
at about one o'clock he paraded his whole force
under the walls of Jythuk, preparatory to an
attack/ The mountaineers advanced boldly at
first, but not being able, to face a steady volley,
they separated; and availing themselves with won-
derful dexterity of every jutting rock or the like
that afforded cover, kept up a continued irregular
fire, charging every now and then when there was
any advantage to gain. The ground was, for the
most part, too rugged to allow of a charge to dis-
lodge these isolated parties, consequently, during
the whole day, our troops had to abide this method
of attack without having any cover to shelter
them.

At four P. M. Major Richards, fearing that liis
ammunition would not last, for the bullocks and
hill-porters* with the spare rounds had not come
up, wrote to Major-general Martindell to solicit a

* These were under an escort of the rear-guard, which had
separated from the column in the dark of the night, and,
losing its wfcy, was observed and cut off by a party from one
of Runjoor Singh's stockades.